
DECORATING MYTHS
Question: My living room décor is mix of many styles.  The 
rules of decorating have not been followed and I don’t know 
what works and what doesn’t.

Answer: It sounds as if you quite an eclectic home – and 
eclectic is in!  The days of everything matching are long 
gone.  When it comes to decorating, there is no real rulebook.  
But if there were, the rules are meant to be broken.  Let’s 
discuss a few decorating myths.
 Oversized furniture CAN go in small spaces! Too 
much small furniture in a small room can make the space feel 
cluttered and full.  Instead, buy fewer, larger pieces to make a 
small space feel roomier.
 Ceilings do not have to be white. Painting the ceiling 
a colour adds interest to the room and brings harmony to the 
walls and ceiling.  Choose a color similar to the walls or have 
the wall colour mixed a shade or two lighter or darker.
 Be creative with wallpaper. Wallpaper isn’t just for 
walls. Paper the ceiling.  In a room with lots of pattern, a 
white ceiling stands out like a sore thumb.  Use wallpaper 
on the ceiling to tie the space together.  Use it to decorate a 
plain headboard.  You’ll get a custom-looking piece of furni-
ture with lots of impact.
 A small space CAN handle dark walls!  In fact, deep 
and strong hues can be better in small spaces because a 
little goes a long way.  The bold statement adds impact.
 Patterns do not have to match, they just need to 
coordinate.  Put geometric patterns with floral.  Mix modern 
designs with traditional.  The key: make sure they share a 
common colour.
 A charming centerpiece doesn’t require a large vase 
of flowers and a pair of candlesticks. A collection of interest-
ing objects – an old pewter pitcher, a big bowl with mounded 
moss and a small crystal sphere, or a gathering of favorite 
books – is much more interesting on the dining table. 
 Hang curtains near the ceiling rather than the typical 
placement just above the window trim.  This gives the illusion 
of height, which makes a small window appear larger or a low 
ceiling appear higher.
 Layer floor coverings.  Wall-to-wall carpet doesn’t 
eliminate the use of rugs.  Add an area rug in the bedroom to 
create an intimate sitting area, just as you would under the 
dining room table and chairs on a wood floor.  Layer multiple 
rugs of coordinating colors and patterns in different sizes atop 
one another to make a striking design statement. 
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