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Heirloom-quality furniture at affordable prices is really what it is all about. So…may I 
introduce the Arts and Crafts / Mission-Style movement, one which began in the late 
1800’s in England as a rebellion against Victorian mass production and industrialization.  
The basic concept driving the movement offered clean, simple lines, traditional 
craftsmanship, natural beauty, and timeless design.  Many craftsmen at the time 
influenced this new direction, including Gustov Stickley and Frank Lloyd Wright.  
 
A true mark of Arts and Crafts furniture is the use of either red or white quarter sawn oak. 
Quarter sawn oak is a method used in cutting the log into quarters, resulting in a more 
stable and attractive board. Face-glued lumber and quarter-sawn oak help us appreciate 
how much work goes into each quality piece.  
 
Traditional techniques are generally an integral element of this style of furniture and 
demand a high degree of craftsmanship. Joinery is crucial to this heirloom look.  Details 
like flush English dovetails, interlocking oak and cedar in the construction of drawers mark 
the difference in higher end furniture, as this is a difficult technique. A good quality piece 
will have most joints as a mortise and tenon, which is the strongest method of joining two 
pieces of wood.   
 
The Arts and Crafts style has again become popular, both in expensive home and mid-
market accessories, creating a look of simplicity, functionality and quality in any room., and 
is now often used interchangeably. Arts and Crafts now not only reflect a style of 
woodworked furniture but also refer to lighting, stained glass, pottery, wall and floor 
coverings, and textiles. 
 
To create an Arts and Crafts theme, start with the main pieces of furniture.  Sofas and 
chairs typically have wooden frames, including backs and arms, with solid color cushions. 
These pieces can stand alone in the centre of a room to showcase the workmanship from 
all sides.   
 
When painting walls, channel an autumn forest of deep reds, burnt oranges and yellows, 
mossy greens and chocolate browns.  Create facing accent walls in two different shades 
so that a room would have three colors.    
 
Window treatments often include wood slats, California shutters or Roman shades.  If 
traditional drapery is desired, use sheers paired with heavier, solid-colored drapes with a 
simple tieback of fabric or tassels that coordinate with the wall or rugs.  
 
The rich color on the walls and wood furniture may make the room appear dark. Therefore, 
good lighting is essential.  Table and floor lamps with wood posts and bases, lightened up 
with soldered or stained glass shades, are the lighting of choice.   
 
Accessorizing is minimal.  Unique items that use only one or two materials work best.  
Garage sales are one of the best resources for Mission accessories – stained glass, 
ceramic tile plates, pottery, copper clocks, bronze statues or wrought-iron candleholders.  
 
It’s a look that is warm and inviting – one to curl up with in the winter months ahead.  


