
THE LOWER LEVEL 
Transform your basement into valuable square footage! 
By Renée Carpenter, Jennings Furniture & Design 
 
Basements are often considered the stepchild of a home.  Misfit, worn-out 
furniture and forlorn belongings tend to be banished to the space below.  But 
rather than treat it in such a negative manner, imagine what it could be – 
valuable newfound square footage, sometimes equivalent to the entire footprint 
of the house!   
 
Basements have transcended their bygone image and have now gone where 
never dreamt possible before. They can become excellent spaces for summer 
kitchens if a backyard exits, billiard rooms, libraries, home offices, gyms, spas, 
home theater, family rooms, guest suites, play rooms, and more. 
 
Having said all of that, generally basements do have their obstacles. Yet, they 
can be overcome.  If this space is too wet to transform into something useful or 
desirable, then find the source of the dampness and eliminate it once and for 
all.  You’ll wonder why you took so long to do it.  
 
Below are three of the most common lower level challenges: 
- The Layout…due to the structure’s foundation, supports and mechanical 

requirements that cannot be moved, one must be clever to create an 
interesting but functional floor plan. If the area is small, be careful to not 
divide the space into too many small rooms.  Try to plan each area to 
include a window location to get some natural light, if possible. 

- Ceiling Height…maximizing ceiling height can make a huge difference in the 
overall feel.  Paint is a great way to play heightening tricks.  Avoid using 
bright white on your ceilings, as the contrast is too sharp for this low space.  
Add a bit of the wall colour to a warmer ivory ceiling tone to help elongate 
the walls.  Another option if the budget permits is to ‘build down” by digging 
out the basement. 

- No Light…bringing in additional light from the outside is usually a challenge. 
If structurally possible, consider installing larger windows throughout, even 
if they are only small windows close to the ceiling. Recessed lights are ideal 
for low-ceilinged areas.  Avoid the ugly 6” and go for the 3” or 4”. Boxed-in 
support posts and walls are excellent spots for wall sconces.  Add lots of 
lamp light to help warm the space. Be sure to light the stairway area well, 
as most tend to be a bit more treacherous. 

 
Closing suggestions…choose the right colour for the space to create an 
inviting and warm environment.  A fireplace is a must, even if an electric 
version.  The mere thought of it helps chance the dampness away. Your 
basement should smell as good as it looks!  Keep a dehumidifier going to 
eliminate any dampness, or add industrial-grade odor eliminators if need be.   
 
Design with longevity in mind. You’ll be glad you did – now and when you sell! 


