
Furniture Care & Cleaning Tips 
By Renée Carpenter 
Jennings Furniture & Design 
 
Quality wood furniture is a significant investment you expect to lat for 
generations.  To maintain its beauty and helpit last, wood furniture needs the 
appropriate care. 
 
Higher end products are finished with two to three coats of lacquer for extra 
depth and long-lasting durability.  The sheen or gloss, of the finish ranges from 
high to low, depending on the piece or collection.  The finish protects the wood 
and adds to its beauty.  No finish is totally indestructible. But with regular care, 
the finish will last much longer, providing years of enjoyment to you. 
 
Wood is a natural material with variations of colour shade, configurations, streaks 
and grain structure. Just as trees in the forest are not the same, each individual 
wood piece has characteristic markings that may differ from photo and showroom 
samples. 
 
Many of today’s most popular wood furniture styles offer a finish technique called 
‘distressing’ that gives the furniture an aged appearance with wear marks and 
dents, simulating the look of heirloom antiques.   
 
Following are recommendations to protect and care for your furniture… 

- Avoid placing your furniture in direct sunlight, a sunlight causes fading. 
- Avoid placing plastic or rubber materials on your furniture, as certain 

plastics contain ingredients that may discolour or damage the finish.  The 
type of plastic material that may cause problems include: plast feet on 
computers, calcuators and telephonts and other products such as lamp 
bases, vinyl notebook binders and placemates.  Always use felt pads 
under these articles to prevent discolouraiton of the finish. 

- Avoid placing hot cups or dishes directly on the furnituer.  Use pads, cloth 
or felt to protect the furniture surface from plastic, rubber, hot items, 
bookends, flowerpots and vases. 

- Avoid extreme changes in temperature by arranging furniture away from 
radiators, heat and air vents and air conditioning units. 

- Periodically rotate accessories on furniture so they d not sit in the same 
spot all the time. 

- Clean up spills immediately.  Use a blotting rather than a wiping action.  
Water left over a long period of time will cause white spots in the finish.  
Alcohol, perfume, after-shave and medications can cause severe finish 
damage. 

- Use a protetive pad when writing with a ballpoint pen on the furniture 
surface. 

To clean and polish your furniture, it is recommended to dust frequently with a 
clean, soft, dry and lint-free cloth.  Clean the surface by rubbing in the 



direction of the grain.  We recommend polishing your furniture approximately 
every six months with a lint-free cloth and rubbing in the polish in the direction 
of the grain. 
 
There are three basic types of furniture care products: silicone cleaners, 
waxes and polishes.  Avoid using silicone cleaners and waxes, because both 
can cause problems such as buld-up of a grimy film.  Polishes, which we 
recommend, contain detergents, emulsifiers and mineral oil.  The detergents 
clean dirt form the furniture, emulsifiers give it body to clean and last longer 
and the mineral oil is left behind as a barrier for dirt and moisture that could 
harm finishes. 
 
For furniture problem-solving solutions when those spills and accidents 
happen, don’t panic.   
- Removing stains from glass: Pour 3 parts vinegar and 1 part ammonia 

onto the stained area and let stand for 30 minutes to overnight, depending 
on the severity of the stain.  Wash off with soap and water followed by 
glass cleaner.  Make sure that the vinegar / ammonia solution cannot soak 
into any finished wood surface 

- Sticky drawers: Rub Briwax or any other paste wax on the drawer and the 
wood it rides on. 

- Removing musty odor: Use a spray bottle of denatured alcohol or another 
microbial spray.  Allow drying for one week. 

- Surface scratches: Use rubbing compound or buffing paste followed up 
with cream polish. 

- Cleaning leather: Wipe spills immediately with clean cloth or sponge.  For 
spots or stains and daily cleaning, clean with mild non-detergent soap. 
Rinse well, gently wipe off and allow to air dry. 

- Cleaning butter, oil or grease from leather: Wipe leather with a clean cloth, 
and leave alone.  The oil will be absorbed by the leather.  DO NOT APPLY 
WATER.  Also, do not use saddle soap, cleaning solvents, furnituer polish, 
oils, varnish, abrasive cleaners, ammonia or any other type of chemical 
solutions.  

 
To care for brass, butcher blocks, cast resin, wrought iron, stone, marble or 
travertine: 

- Brass: Clean with mild soap and water: do not use brass cleaner, which 
will damage or remove the lacquer finish. 

- Butcher Block Tops: Clean with mild soap and water.  Preserve and 
enhance the natural wood surface with an occasional application of 
vegetable or mineral oil. 

- Cast Resin: Clean as for fine wood furniture (as described inside the 
pamphlet). A mild glass or household cleaner also may be used. 

- Metal & Wrought Iron: Maintain with regular dustin, and wipe up spills 
immediately.  To clean, use a clean, soft cloth for each step. Wipe first 



with a cloth dipped in mild soap and water solution and wrung out; wipe 
again with a cloth dipped in clear water and wrung out, dry thoroughly. 

- Stone, Marble & Travertine: Use coasters or a table cloth to protect from 
spills or rings.  Wipe up spills immediately: stone is porous, and liquids 
allowed to seep in may not be able to be removed.  Clean with mild soap 
and water dry thoroughly, always rubbing with the grain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


