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Selecting a Christmas tree is one of the most important things we do during the 
holiday season.  With so many options on the market, it can be quite challenging 
to find the best tree for your home or office. Whether it be real or artificial, a 
number of questions first need to be answered to help make the esthetic aspect 
of the tree-buying process an easy one. 
 
Decide on the designated area or room for displaying the tree and how or where 
it will be displayed within the room.  Is the tree intended to be the center focal 
point, placed in a corner, along a wall, next to a doorway, on a tabletop? Is it to 
be a second tree for a bedroom, foyer, or gathering area?   
 
How much space is available to fill in both height and width?  This will help 
determine the proper tree height for the room.  If you want the tallest tree 
possible, buy a minimum of six inches shorter than your ceiling height to allow 
room for your tree topper.  The width of the tree will be the amount of floor space 
taken by the tree.  The standard shape is ‘full’.  “Narrow”, “slim” and ‘pencil” are 
designed for smaller spaces.  Yet it is wise to measure the widest part of the tree 
to be exact as these designated names vary in size. 
 
In some cases, more branch ‘tips’ are preferred as an abundance of needles 
creates a full look.  Trees meant to show the inside of the tree will naturally have 
fewer tips. If a tree has long needles, fewer tips keep the tree from looking like an 
overgrown bush.  Check the needle quality.  PE and PVC plastic tips are the 
highest quality for artificial trees.   
 
Do you dream of a beautiful white, snow-laden branches, or a traditional green 
tree?  Yet, even among the green choices, there are green color variations - from 
a vibrant forest green to a muted gray-green, or a deep blue-green. Many tree 
colors are available in various styles, including tinsel trees in trendy hues.  
 
Judge the quality of a pre-lit tree by the number of lights.  Generally, the 
recommended amount is a minimum of 100 lights per foot of tree.  The lights 
should be UL® approved and designated to stay lit when one light burns out.  
The very best actually allow you to remove a bulb and the rest will stay lit.  Avoid 
LED lighting if warm, soft glow light is desired.   
 
Check tree branches to make certain they are strong enough to support the 
weight of your Christmas decorations. Trees with delicate or soft branches might 
not be right for you if you have many large ornaments.  If so, consider a tree with 
branches that are spaced out to give the ornaments room to be displayed.  
 
Avoid plastic stands or poorly constructed metal stands to ensure that the tree 
does not topple or lean, especially once heavy ornaments are added to the tree.  
Sturdy metal stands with rubber feet to protect wood floors are also available.  
 
Having said all of this, even the most forlorn tree at this time of year is beautiful 
when lit up and doing its best to bring holiday cheer. Enjoy the process! 


