
HOLIDAY DECORATING

Question: As usual, I’m decorating for the holidays at the 
last minute and need some advice on making my home look 
beautiful yet simple to put up and take down.

Answer: We are definitely now in the thick of it. In light of 
the stresses of the holiday season, many people do tend to 
let the decorating get away from them.  I’m not referring so 
much in actually forgetting to do it, but that they make their 
homes look like someone else lives there, or try to copy 
something from a design magazine.  In reality, the look and 
feel resembles nothing to their home during the rest of the 
year or reflects who they really are during the holidays.  And I 
think we have all fallen victim to this at some point.  Remem-
ber the gold dipped gourds from Martha Stewart’s magazine 
– and zillions of dollars later…you get the picture!
 The lesson of years past is to decorate simply, warmly 
and to keep your personality showing.  Just because the 
decorations are 99% off at the after Christmas sales doesn’t 
make them perfect for your home.
 Make something or reuse items that you currently 
have around your home.  Consider that a beautiful bowl of 
exotic fruit mixed with ornaments from the tree and some 
greenery looks warm, inviting and great as a table center-
piece – and can be eaten later or during the holidays by you, 
your family and guests.
 Remember to take into consideration how you en-
tertain during the season.  If you have a houseful of people, 
don’t overcrowd the rooms.  Leave space to move around 
so that your guests do not feel cramped. This concept also al-
lows for fewer accidents – spillage, tree topple, broken balls, 
etc.
 Design for the holidays for how you live, not how you 
wished you lived. The look you create should reflect the per-
son you are and the life you lead. Be true to yourself. 
 Most of all, remember the meaning of Christmas and 
that it’s the season to be with friends, family or to bring a 
meal to the elderly woman who lives downstairs AND stay to 
have a conversation.

Email your interior decorating inquiry to:
                   renee@jenningsfurniture.com

Ask an 
Interior Stylist
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