
HOLIDAY STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Question: My Christmas decorations were a disaster this 
year to unpack.  How do I store them away to make next 
Christmas a more pleasant experience?!

Answer: Holiday decorations are an essential part of the 
season, but the irregular shapes present many storage 
problems. Following are some tips to ensure they keep their 
splendor year after year. 
 When taking garland down, drape it over an arm to 
make sure it doesn’t get tangled and place in a clear plastic 
tub, fitting it so it coils neatly inside.  Wrap additional adorn-
ments that go with the garland in tissue paper and store in 
the center of the container.  Place a piece of paper inside the 
top of the container indicating where the garland goes, or add 
a label on the outside so you’ll remember for next year.   
 Store similarly shaped ornaments in boxes with com-
partments. Heavy divided boxes that once held wine will work 
nicely, otherwise ornament organizers can be purchased. 
Wrap each in tissue and fit inside. Pad with bubble wrap if 
smaller than compartment and list on outside of box.
 Wreaths can easily be stored in hat boxes or hung up 
in the back of a closet, attic or basement. If hanging, attach 
each wreath to a wire hanger using florist wire or twist ties.  
Cover the wreath and hanger in plastic to protect from dust.
 When taking down tree lights, be sure to wrap around 
your arm so they remain untangled. Store them in a plastic 
container, using clips or wire to hold a circular shape.
 Any front door decorations that hung outdoors should 
be gently dusted and cleaned before wrapping in bubble 
wrap or tissue paper. Place in a like-size box.
 Wooden decorations, especially handmade that didn’t 
come with a box, should be wrapped in generous layers of 
bubble wrap an placed in plastic containers or cardboard box. 
Flat hanging glittery snowflakes and other flat hanging deco-
rations can be wrapped with large tissue, secured with tape 
and stored in shoeboxes. Remember to label!
 Its important when storing decorations from a mul-
tiple-part display that you keep the parts together for easy 
reassembly next year.  Wrap each component in bubble wrap 
or tissue and store neatly in a box.  If you added fresh pine or 
springs for a mantel display, make a note of that on the label 
for the box so you remember how to create the same display 
last year.
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