
 
               HIRING A ‘STAGER’

Question: Our house is on the market but I’ve been told we 
need to have it ‘staged’.  How do I know who to hire as there 
are many claiming to be ‘stagers’ on the market?

Answer:  It is very important that you invest in the right 
person when hiring a home stager to decorate your property 
to sell faster and for more money.  After all you are trusting 
someone with the sale of your largest asset, your primary 
real estate, so you have to be careful to put that trust in an 
experienced professional.
 Listed below are some guidelines for home owners to 
use when looking for a home staging professional:
 1.The last thing you should be focused on when 
making this decision is how much the home stager charges.  
Savings a few hundred dollars in fees and getting bad advice 
could cost you thousands if not tens of thousands.   As with 
most things in life, you get what you pay for!
 2.A common practice is to look for ‘credentials’, but 
none exist in the home staging field. There is no governing 
body or official organization ruling over the home staging 
industry.  There are no official home staging accreditations or 
certifications in this completely unlicensed field.  The letters 
you see after some home stagers’ names simply come from 
a particular home staging training company who pushes them 
as part of their marketing strategy. Because of this lack of 
independent monitoring, it is buyer beware.
 3.Ask for references and learn about others’ experi-
ences with the stager. This is a step widely missed by most 
home owners but can provide the best leads.
 4.Hire someone with real knowledge of the real estate 
market.  You are not looking for someone that just knows 
how to decorate. Make sure the home stager knows the local 
housing market.  A home stager is part of the real estate in-
dustry and they should have a good grasp of the market they 
are in.  
 In the current real estate climate with so much in-
ventory and competition, achieving the best possible sales 
results has become even more difficult. Statistics show that 
staging homes results in faster sales and higher prices than 
homes that are put on the market ‘as is’.  In order to sell, 
a home must be presented properly and marketed wisely.  
Realtors and home stagers are two pieces to the puzzle of 
making that happen.

Email your interior decorating inquiry to:
                   renee@jenningsfurniture.com

Ask an 
Interior Stylist

Renée Carpenter
JENNINGS FURNITURE & DESIGN


