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Small dining rooms can sometimes be a challenge to furnish, as can any small 
space.  Yet, the same functions can exist in a small space as in a larger one, and 
be as comfortable. With a little planning, you may find you have a more efficient and 
attractive space, as it can force you to focus on the necessities.   
 
In a small area, scale is the single most important factor to be considered.  Scaling 
down the furniture to smaller profiles serves to make the space look better as 
pieces are in proportion to it.  Smaller furniture is meant to provide all the 
functionality of larger pieces, while scaled appropriately. 
 
Selecting the table shape is the next most important step. Round works well in 
rooms that are more square in shape.  Choose one with a leaf extension if you have 
the space to extend it.  Pedestal bases will allow you to fit extra guests around the 
dining table without table legs posing a space issue.  Narrow rectangular tables can 
work well in narrow dining rooms.  Either way, the goal is to allow enough room to 
easily move around. 
 
Take up as little visual space as possible with the chairs.  To do so, armless chairs 
are a better choice.  Armless chairs with a slender profile are even better.   The 
recent trend of the parsons chair has been a simple answer to this challenge.  
 
Another trick in smaller spaces is to make your dining furniture ‘disappear’ with the 
use of transparent furniture.  This can be glass, plexi-glass or acrylic.  It leaves you 
with the perception of lots more visual space.  This, though, can be deceiving.  It is 
still essential to measure for space maneuvering. 
 
Limit your colour palette.  Working with lighter or neutral colours will make your 
room look airier and more spacious.  In this case, contrasting or complementary 
colours should only be used as accents.  Is this the rule? No, but it is the safe 
approach.  If you are confident with brighter colours, a bold colour scheme may 
work well.   The trick is to keep it simple and not get to fussy with the remainder of 
the room.  Let the colour do the talking! 
 
Mirrors in small rooms are a decorator’s best friend.  Mirrors open up space as 
nothing else can do when strategically placed – sometimes even more than one. 
 
Although I am usually a fan of ornate window treatments in dining rooms, keep 
away from the fussiness in a small space.  They can be too overpowering and 
distracting.  Simple drapery panels do the job nicely.  Add additional privacy or UV 
protection by layering with blinds. 
 
And last but not least, the scale of the chandelier.  Again, I like fussy, but a too 
large or fussy chandelier in a small room will take up too much of the visual room. 
Choose simple lines and a smaller profile to make the space appear larger.  
 
Remember it is all about scale! 


