
GARDEN FURNITURE

Question:  How do I select the right garden fur-
niture with so many options on the market?

Answer:  Outdoor furniture is now available in 
a large variety styles and material, ranging from 
wood and metal to wicker and resin. 
 Wood is the most popular, with some 
types of wood being more durable than others.  
All woods can be durable if properly cared for, 
whether it be a coat of oil or exterior stain. Wood 
can be left out during the winter, but needs to 
be covered.  Although it is the costliest, it is the 
longest lasting.
 Metal ranges from modern aluminum 
pieces to ornate or wrought-iron pieces.  Alumi-
num furniture is lightweight, making it ideal for 
an urban deck or small balcony. Heavier iron fur-
niture should be placed on more sturdy flooring, 
such as flagstone or concrete. Metal will corrode 
eventually if kept outside and should be cleaned, 
scrubbed and have a rustproof spray added 
yearly.
 Although wicker and rattan has a very ro-
mantic appeal, ideal for the cottage, woodland 
or lakeside garden, real wickerwork will not hold 
up when exposed to outside elements. Teflon-
guard your new wicker furniture before use each 
season. Once it begins to look worn, a coat of 
oil-based exterior paint will make it look new.
 Resin or plastic is often used in commer-
cial or contemporary settings, and around swim-
ming pools. Yet, there is one exception: the new 
quality resin, which resembles natural wicker 
provides both the look of wicker and all-weather 
durability.  Plastic furniture will show its age, but 
resin can be left out all winter.  Both are con-
sidered low maintenance and generally the most 
affordable of all the above options.
 Soft fabric furnishings should be meant 
for outdoors - solution-dyed woven acrylics 
which breathe and dry quickly; water repellent; 
and fade resistant, such as Sunbrella fabrics.
 Email your interior decorating inquiry to:
                renee@jenningsfurniture.com

Ask an 
Interior Stylist

Renée Carpenter
JENNINGS FURNITURE 

& DESIGN


