
DECORATING WITH ORANGE

Question: I understand that orange is the new colour of the 
year.  How do you bring in orange without it being a perma-
nent commitment?

Answer: Tangerine Tango is the acclaimed fashion colour 
for 2012 per Pantone, the colour gods.  Although not a colour 
most people would want around forever, it is a great way to 
give punch and flair to a home. And, just to confuse the issue, 
Benjamin Moore announced Wythe Blue as the colour for 
2012. Here are a few ways to make this all work - together!
 Paint is a very inexpensive way to bring colour into a 
room. But if you are hesitant to paint an entire room in a bold 
shade of orange, opt for using the saturated shade on just 
one wall.  It is great in a dining room or gives a hint of fun in a 
boy’s room, contrasting nicely with a navy blue bed.
 Vivid, zesty orange is a perfect hue for an office that 
would benefit from the energetic vibe.  In a basement craft 
room, an adjacent wall in lime green provides a cool contrast 
to the hot orange, but keeps things in the citrus family. 
 A deep orange adds life to a bedroom.  During the 
day the colour is bold and energizing.  But at night its warm 
and cozy. A darker wooden bedframe, side tables, chair, etc., 
work together to ground the bright walls.
 Chairs covered in mango orange set the tone for a 
vibrant dining room. Add a pear green rug on a wood floor 
beneath the table to ground it. Add both colours to artwork for 
the wall or over the fireplace and wow!
 Soothing blue and white walls and gauzy white drap-
ery panels fashion a calm envelope of quiet colour in a mas-
ter bedroom. Add a wake-up call with punches of pure orange 
on the bedding. 
 Introduce orange via beautiful fabrics.  Drapes in a 
breakfast nook in a pattern mixed with orange can be bal-
anced by bringing in the coral oranges, butterscotch yellow, 
sage green and sky blue within the pattern. 
 Subtle variations of orange harmonize perfectly in 
a sunlit room.  Apricot walls, peach curtains, orange sofa, 
golden yellow are all various shades that make the colour 
interesting but not overpowering.
 Paint a wood hutch soda pop orange, adding display 
and storage space to a room. Compliment the room with a 
blue accent wall.  Add orange stripes in the window treat-
ments and rug to bring all the elements together.
 Pairing orange with brown is a great way to tone down 
the bright colour.  
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