
Graphic Power: Geometrics & Abstracts 
Renée Carpenter, Jennings Furniture & Design 
 
Is the sight of the same old solid colored wall getting you down?  Does the 
prospect of picking out a print throw you into paralysis?  Well, suffer no 
more!  Think geometric!  Or, are you one of those who want to break the 
rules, color outside the box, and do the opposite of whatever everyone 
else does?  Then abstract patterns might be up your alley.   

There are many kinds of patterns out there but they can be categorized 
into just a few: floral, nature, animal, geometric, abstract, and scroll.  In this 
issue, we’re going to concentrate on the graphic power of geometrics and 
take a quick ride through the unpredictable world of abstract prints.  

Geometric patterns are some of the oldest types of design, based on 
simple shapes of circles, squares, rectangles, and ellipses.  Over the 
centuries, we have had endless variations of geometric patterns but a few 
have become quite distinct and popular.  In Arab cultures, geometric 
patterns play an important role in design.  Religion decreed that artwork 
can be limited only to geometric patterns and calligraphy as any figurative 
art was considered a form of idolatry and a sin against God.  Consequently, 
incredible complex patterns arose from simple geometric forms as shown 
in ancient tribal rugs and mosaic tile work. A Persian rug traditionally can 
show a diamond pattern with tribal motifs of varying geometric shapes, and 
can be used in both traditional and contemporary homes as their small 
patterns complement most furniture styles. 

Current designers have re-interpreted Arabic patterns and translated it for 
modern homes.  Designer Thom Filicia uses interlocking hexagon shapes 
for his contemporary take on Arabic styles. This simplified design is perfect 
for the more minimalist decors. 

The Art Deco style, which originated from the 1920’s also used many 
geometric patterns in its décor.  Art Deco patterns are perfect for elegant, 
glamorous homes.  Midway through the 20th century, pop art became big 
and its bright and colorful parodies of cultural traditions influenced design 
in every field.   

Also emerging from the mid-century era was the op-art movement. Optical 
art takes advantage of optical illusions, the interplay between illusion and 
the picture plane.  Various rug styles create an optical illusion of stepped-
up blocks when all there really exists in the whole composition are only two 
geometric shapes, a hexagon and a parallelogram in various orientations. 

Abstract prints are the complete opposite of geometrics. Geometrics are 
based on basic shapes of circles, squares, and rectangles whereas with 
abstracts anything goes.  Abstract patterns play well with contemporary 



and modern style interiors.  They’re usually fresh, wild, and won’t remind 
your friends of your grandmother’s taste.  

Abstract prints can be created in two ways:  take something real, (a leaf or 
a flower) and take out the details or “abstract it”.  There’s still some detail 
left to recognize what it once was but now the emphasis is on lines and 
shape – the design – rather than the flower.  

Abstract prints can also come out purely from the imagination such as 
landscapes.  Because of the lack of rules, abstract prints can come in a 
diverse selection – making for a bountiful source for fabrics, rugs, and 
wallpaper.  So if floral or geometric prints seem passé, take a look at 
abstract prints for your next design plan. 

We've covered only the tip of the iceberg with these examples of geometric 
and abstract patterns.  But as you can see in the variety, they evoke 
different moods from fun and wild to subtle and elegant to complex and 
ethnic.  Next time you're looking for something dramatic or different, let 
Jennings help you find a geometric print that fits the mood of your room. 
 


