
SPACE STRETCHERS

Question:  I have a very small bathroom. Is 
there any way to make it appear larger without 
removing any walls?

Answer:  Tricks of the trade in perceiving that a 
space IS what it really IS NOT are a decorator’s 
saving grace. Depending on the size of the space 
in both width and height, as well as the lighting 
and room shape, will determine the best “tricks” 
to be used to open up an area where needed.
 A large window can make a room feel 
more spacious and outreaching, as well as pro-
vide more natural light. Keep that open feeling 
by using only a simple valance at the top. Or, 
treat half the window for privacy, leaving the re-
mainder open for the light to enter. Skylights can 
work the same magic.
 Pale and cool colors, such as neutrals, 
pastels, and soft whites, reflect light, giving the il-
lusion of more space.  Enhance the open feeling 
by making the trim, cabinets, and other features 
in the room ‘disappear’. This is simply done by 
painting them all “out” in the same color, or vary 
the color tones from lighter to slightly darker.  In-
troduce bolder colors with the towels, and acces-
sories, along with varying textures.
 Draw the eye upward and make the 
ceiling appear taller with vertical lines such as 
stripes, or lead the eye upward with crown mold-
ing or a border. Avoid large or busy patterns on 
the walls.
 Mirrors do wonders for stretching space. 
Mirror the long wall of a narrow space to make it 
seem wider, yet making sure to reflect the room’s 
assets!
 Clear, glass showers or glass shower 
doors help prevent a room from feeling so full 
and cramped.
 Fool the eye with ‘floating’ wall-mounted 
cabinets or vanities, making the floor space feel 
more spacious.  Recessed cabinetry will also 
feel less cramped in a small area. 
 Email your interior decorating inquiry to:
                renee@jenningsfurniture.com
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