
ARRANGING BOOKSHELVES
Question: I need help arranging my book-
shelves so they are both functional and pretty...

Answer:  A number of various options exist, de-
pending on the style of home you live in or desire 
to create.  Keep it simple. To style a bookcase to 
perfection, resist the urge to pack in accessories 
on every shelf.  
 A clean look uses a one-colour or tone-
on-tone scheme for vases and figurines, and 
make sure to mix up shapes.  Step back to as-
sess the overall balance.  Place items off-center 
or try various sizes until you like what you see.
 To add interest, alternate stacking books 
horizontally and vertically.  Bold-colour picture 
frames make great bookends and help photo-
graphs stand out on shelves.
 Less is more. Mod shelves call for a 
sparse look, so group together a small set of 
books that are all of fairly uniform size.  Acces-
sorize with streamlined vases, leaving lots of 
open space on shelves.
 To give office shelves an organized feel, 
place a wide variety of collectibles between 
books, creating loose symmetry.  If a picture 
frame or square shape sits in one shelf, mirror 
it with a collectible of a similar shape and size.  
In a wall of shelves such as this, it’s important to 
scatter books to punctuate the look.
 Carry your colour scheme onto your 
bookshelf to give the room a sense of unity. Ac-
cent accessories on the shelves could match the 
wall colour.  Storage boxes conceal items that 
you may not want out in the open. 
 Wallpaper or printed fabric on the back 
wall of shelves creates a unique look and is an 
easy way to personalize a bookcase.  Woven 
baskets and decorative storage boxes organize 
magazines and maintain a clean look. 
 If your book spines lack visual style, paint 
your bookshelf a vibrant colour to make it the fo-
cus.  To highlight the colour even more, choose 
a single contrasting shade for accessories.Vary 
heights and create interest by stacking books 
horizontally to use as display platforms.  
 Email your interior decorating inquiry to:
                renee@jenningsfurniture.com
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