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Before buying kitchen or bathroom cabinets for your new home or remodel, you 
should ask a number of important questions. Those questions include budget, 
style, size, quality, construction, installation, finish, etc.  
 
First rule of thumb is to set the budget for a remodeling project. Realize up front 
that the kitchen or bathroom cabinets could account for as much as 40% of the 
total cost. They are also one of the greatest home investments you can make for 
resale value, as well.  The cabinets you select will set the tone for the entire 
house as you transform your space. 
 
Leave it to a professional to measure your space and design a look that works. 
The ultimate option is to have the designer come to your home to capture your 
dream and intention in this renovation process. They will then be able to give you 
more precise estimates and ideas for your project and offer suggestions to 
improve function.  
 
Pre-constructed stock cabinets provide economical pricing in a variety of 
standard sizes for easy install and quick delivery. Although stock cabinets may 
offer fewer styles and finish options, the most can be had with accessories to 
help maximize storage -dividers, tip-out drawers, wine racks, soft-door closures, 
and much more.  Upgrade the hardware, moldings and trim to create a high-end 
look that can last for years when the right combination of quality construction and 
material are included. 
 
Semi-custom cabinets are a great middle of the road choice.  Although still 
factory-built in standard sizes, they offer more flexibility than the stock cabinets. 
With numerous door styles, material, finish options, trim, moldings available as 
well as endless solutions for storage, design and style, semi-custom cabinetry 
provides a custom look without the pocketbook pinch.  Semi-custom cabinets can 
vary a great deal in price depending on the materials and detail.  
 
Custom cabinets generally are considered to be high quality in materials and 
construction, yet in many cases it actually means semi-custom with just more 
modification choices. The true definition of ‘custom’ would involve construction 
either on site or in a workroom setting according to a designer’s specifications.  
The sky is truly the limit in this scenario when it comes to style, finish, storage, 
wood or size – and price!  
 
Choose between framed or frameless cabinets.  Both price and functionality 
differentiates the two types.  Framed cabinets are a more traditional style with a 
rectangular-shaped frame on the front of the cabinet.  Cabinet hinges can either 



be mounted on the outside or inside of the cabinet, allowing the cabinets to hang 
independently of each other.  Frameless cabinets are a sleeker new style of 
cabinet, which allows for a bit more storage room – and generally a slightly 
higher cost.  
 
Top quality construction can be found in any of the options above.  At the very 
minimum, cabinets should have solid frames, door and drawer fronts, reinforced 
corners and closed backs. They should operate smoothly and quietly since they 
are opened and closed many times daily.    
 
When choosing a style, consider the architecture of your home and the interior 
design of the other rooms.  This style will also help dictate the finish of the 
cabinets - a natural wood finish, painted or stained.  
 
By doing your homework, practical and attractive choices can be made within 
your budget. Any upgrade in the kitchen or bathroom will be an upgrade to your 
home’s value.  Although the choices may seem endless, the right one will make 
the heart of the home a warm and welcoming showplace.   
 
 


