
Covers That Count 
The Visual Indicator of Fashion AND Quality! 
By Renée Carpenter, Jennings Furniture & Design 
 
Nothing has a greater impact on the look of upholstered furniture than its outer 
covering, whether it be fabric or leather.  It’s also the part to show wear and soil the 
fastest. Knowing how to select a fabric that has style, durability and the feel that you 
want is all in knowing what to look for and the right questions to ask. Choose a 
covering that will make the right statement in your home – and last!  Here are some 
tips to make that choice easier. 
 
Style and character of the furniture piece should reflect the fabric covering it. Next, 
the pattern scale should be appropriate to the room size. Consider whether it is to be 
a warm or cool tone, and if it is the right mood for the room.  
 
Colour is probably the main reason most people select certain fabrics.  But not all 
colours are the best choice for durability and stain resistance.  If you have small 
children or pets, a colour that is more dirt resistant would be a better option.  
 
Will the furniture be in a high-traffic area?  Those pieces receiving heavy daily wear 
need to be covered in a tightly woven durable fabric.  Fabrics with patterns woven in 
rather than printed on wear much better over time.  
 
Constant direct sunlight is one of the greatest detriments to fabric upholstery.  Some 
fabrics and colours are more resistant to sun than others.  But make sure you have 
proper UV window treatment to protect your investment.  
 
In the end, your choice will come down to two basic choices: natural fibers or 
synthetics. Natural fabrics include cotton, cotton blends, leather, linen, silk and wool.  
Synthetics range from acetate, acrylic, micro-fiber, nylon, olefin, polyester, rayon, 
and vinyl.  The pros and cons are too extensive to list, but a knowledgeable sales 
associate at a quality furniture store can educate you further on these options.  Ask 
about the Protection Plans offered, as well, to prolong the life of your furniture.  
 
While shopping for proper covers, you will discover the world of fabric grades. Fabric  
grades vary according to the manufacturer in how they are graded, but, bottom line, 
the higher the grade, the higher the price of the fabric or leather.  It is important to 
note that grade is NOT an indicator of quality or durability, but rather, intricacy of the 
weave, fiber content, construction - all factors that affect the wholesale cost 
established by the fabric mill – all an indication of how expensive the fabric was to 
make. 
 
So, regardless of colour, fiber, thread count, or grade, the fabric coverings of your 
upholstery should always be chosen based on your needs and fashion desires.  
Thousands of fabrics exist so choose one you love and can live with for a long time.  
And, remember, if you grow tired of it in a few years, it can always be re-covered! 


