
CLEANING WINDOW TREATMENTS

Question:  How do I clean and care for my cus-
tom drapes and curtains?

Answer:  The three main destructive reasons 
for cleaning window treatments are sunlight, dust 
and grime. Proper care depends on the fabric 
selection and the construction.
 Curtains generally consist of one fabric, 
excluding a lining, thus also allowing for only one 
fabric cleaning consideration, unlike lined drap-
ery, which generally also extend to the floor and 
are made of heavier fabric. 
 Once drapery fabric has been washed, 
the sizing and body is removed, causing it to  no 
longer hang the same way again. Therefore, dai-
ly care of gently shaking the drapes or curtains 
as they are opened and closed will help prevent 
dust from lodging in the fibers.  Monthly care in-
cludes vacuuming with a soft brush on a low suc-
tion setting, first checking that buttons, trim, etc 
are secure.
 Should washing becomes a must, do so 
only if they are labeled as washable.  Hand or 
machine-wash the drapes on gentle in cool wa-
ter, using detergents for delicates. Rinse gentle 
but thoroughly, air cycle dry or hang dry. Always 
iron drapes on the wrong side. 
 Do not wash the lining or drapery if either 
is not washable or made of different fibers. One 
may shrink and then the other will pucker and 
not hang right.  Do not wash if the sun has weak-
ened the fabric or if it is lace or sheers. Instead, 
follow cleaning label and/or tumble on air cycle 
to remove dirt. Organdy sheers are very fragile, 
prone to sun damage, and dry clean only.
 If the seams pucker after washing, spritz 
with plain water and pull seams to stretch with-
out breaking the stitches. For extra body, dip 
freshly washed lace curtains in a light starch. For 
a soft look, hang, without starch, while still damp, 
temporarily placing tissue paper beneath metal 
hooks to prevent rusting onto fabric. 
 Email your interior decorating inquiry to:
                renee@jenningsfurniture.com
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