
WINDOW TREATMENTS
 Question:  My window treatments are 
in dire need of an update, but I am clueless as to 
how and what to do with them!

      Answer:  Window treatments often 
seem to turn into a design challenge or major 
investment.  A nicely decorated window compli-
ments the room. Today, less is more, with the 
focus on accessorizing the room rather than 
overwhelming it.  Modern window fashion is all 
about simplicity, and minimal, easy care.  The 
first consideration should be function - whether 
treatments are needed for privacy and/or light 
control.  Once determined, the next step is to de-
termine the esthetics of the room and the treat-
ment best suited for all the above. 
 Lush velvets and silks are still being 
used, but styles have changed. Full, bunched 
gathers are gone and are replaced with plain 
panels or simple pleats. Organic fibers are the 
most sought after – cottons, linens, open weaves 
– offering unique textures.  Yet, if privacy is an 
important function, these natural fibers may not 
be enough. 
 For function, blinds, shades, screens or 
shutters may be inset in windows. Various types 
of roller blinds, Venetians and slatted wood blinds 
are still available.  Roman blinds are a favorite 
and can be made from fabric, bamboo, etc.
 A classic simple look is to hang stationary 
floor-length panels on both sides of the window. 
Fabulous fabrics can liven, soften, or add pattern 
and texture to any room.  Drapes should always 
be lined for a longer lifespan, as well as allow 
them to hang properly.  
Today’s drapes are not only all about the fabu-
lous fabric, but also about the hardware – which 
is as important as the window treatment itself.  
Hardware includes the rod, finials and brackets, 
and comes in a variety of shapes, sizes, and 
colours.  Material choices include wood or a 
metal of chrome, brushed nickel, and brass. Be 
prepared to sometimes pay as much or more for 
the hardware as you do for the treatment.  After 
all, it IS drapery jewelry!
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